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LCN+ scheme profile

Blackfriars Bridge, TfL Central Area team
Description
The scheme is part of Link 32 (on the northern section of
Blackfriars Bridge in the City of London) and Link 185 (on the
southern section of the Bridge in Southwark).  This section is
also LCN route number 7.   The bridge forms part of the TLRN
and serves commuters from Waterloo and Blackfriars Stations
as well as being a vital Thames crossing into central London. 

The scheme was implemented between August and November
2006 following a comprehensive consultation process. The
consultation involved stakeholders from TfL(CCE) and Central
Area team, LCC (City cyclists), the Police, CTC, City of London,
LB Southwark, TRL, LCN+ PM team and English Heritage.  The
original scheme, which involved the positioning of the cycle
lane between lanes 1 and 2 of the 3-lane carriageway, was
implemented in 1996. 

In May 2004 a fatal collision occurred.  At the time of the fatal -
ity TfL was in the process of developing a new layout for the
northbound side of the bridge. The scheme that was developed
at that time was ultimately rejected, reviewed and changed and
then rejected again before the final scheme was selected. The

new layout addresses many of the safety concerns of the previ -
ous layout by providing a wide cycle lane adjacent to the kerb -
side and away from manoeuvring vehicles changing lanes in
preparation for the junction on the north side of the bridge.
Stage 1 & 2 safety audits have been completed on the scheme
and a stage 3 will be undertaken shortly.

During the implementation of the scheme great care was
taken not to disadvantage cyclists. As well as improving con -
ditions for cyclists across the bridge the scheme has
improved the Blackfriars Bridge interchange with the intro -
duction of ASL's with feeder lanes on Victoria Embankment
eastbound slip road and a protected widened cycle lane at the
entrance to New Bridge Street. Conditions for pedestrians
have also improved greatly with crossing points provided as
well as access to the newly refurbished Unilever House offices
which houses over 6000 people. 

The Thames bridges are popular and essential routes for
cyclists. It is hoped that similar re-allocations of road space
can be employed on other Thames crossings.

Photo 3: Before Photo 4: After

Photo 1: New Bridge Street protected cycle lane Photo 2: New footway linking the bridge to Unilever House



LCN+ scheme profile

Pre-existing layout

Layout after scheme implementation

Existing conditions

n 1.5m Cycle lane northbound between 1st and 2nd 
travel lane.

n No pedestrian crossing facilities on bridge or at interchange

Scheme details
n Reduce northbound traffic lanes from 3 down to 2.

n Repositioning of northbound cycle lane to be adjacent 
to the kerbside. 

n Widening of northbound mandatory cycle lane on 
junction approach from 1.5m to 2.5m. 

n Widening (1.2m to 1.5m), raising and protection 
of northbound cycle lane into New Bridge Street.

n Widening of southbound cycle lane (1.5m to 1.7m) 
on the bridge approach.

n Introduction of new pedestrian footway and crossing points.

n Junction remodelling and traffic signal phasing adjustments.

n Surfaced with bauxite anti-skid (no coloured surfacing 
just logos and white line).

n Remove left slip lane and replace with straight ahead & left.Photo 5: After
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