Scheme Reference: BS/LCN/LEW.07

Fordham Park LB Lewisham

Feasibility

The CRISP study of Link 145 suggested
that the route being studied was unlike
ly to be utilised by cyclists. The parallel
route was too close to the A200 and had
few locations to attract cyclists. Our
stakeholders for the original alignment
included two schools whose head
teachers were not supportive of any
improvements made to the cycle route.
LCC proposed a new route alignment to
better serve a number of important trip
generators including New Cross Station,
Goldsmiths College (part of the
University of London, where a signifi
cant number of students and staff do
cycle) and also take advantage of the
Deptford High Street redevelopment.
The final outcome of the CRISP study
recommended that the route be moved
further south including a section pass
ing through Fordham Park. There was
no metalled path through the park on
the alignment required although there
was a muddy track showing a desire line
not far from the right line (see photo 1:
Before).

Consultation & Design

An engineering consultancy, Mayer
Brown, drew up the design. The align

ment was negotiated with Lewisham's

Green Services Team and with the
Education department and their archi
tects, to leave enough space for football
pitches and to ensure there was no clash
between our contractors and theirs, who
would be refurbishing an adjacent build
ing for the use of a nearby school.

Initially the hope was to secure fund
ing to construct the path in the financial
year 2006/07. However an opportunity
to do the work came up at short notice
when some contractual resources
became unexpectedly available. | con
tacted LCN+ lead Borough, Camden,
who were able to arrange to fund the
work this year. In this case, the funding
was granted and the contractor was on
site three days later.

Implementation

Work on the 4 metre wide shared
cycle/pedestrian path was not entirely
uneventful. The park appeared to be a
green field site but in reality it had been
residential streets until the 1940's when
it was razed to the ground during the
blitz. In consequence the ground condi
tions were highly variable below about
50mm, with a considerable amount of
rubble, pipes and cables embedded in
the soil. Over half the length of the
route the ground was so hard that foun

dations were only needed for reasons of
consistency. Pegs could not be driven in
to hold the timber edging and it had to
be backed up with concrete
on both sides instead. As work started,
a 12-inch water main, which was
thought to be redundant, burst. For-
tunately the contractors were able to
work at the other end of the path whilst
Thames Water carried out repairs.
Changes to the original design included
relocating lighting columns onto the
path itself to ensure the lighting
columns would not be susceptible to
vandalism, with better foundations pro
vided from the tarmac path rather than
from the soil alongside the path.

The work also involved the construction
of a raised table to carry the path across
Pagnell Street and the careful choice of
the crossing point avoided conflict with
buses at stops, traffic coming round the
bend and the need to construct new gul
lies for storm water. The crossing is still
to be completed and will be suitable for
both pedestrians and cyclists. The bor
ough and consultant are willing to trial a
combined zebra crossing in the future.
In the meantime the borough will pro
vide give way markings for cyclists until
an informal crossing can be legally com
bined for cycle users and pedestrians.
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Photo 3: After




