Scheme Reference: BS/06/LCN/HOU.17

Hounslow Town Centre

Description

The scheme is part of Link 102, which is a north/south route,

which runs from Waggoner's Roundabout near the borough
boundary with Hillingdon in the north and Whitton in the

South at the Borough Boundary with Richmond.

The scheme passes through Hounslow Town Centre, which is
situated 4km south east of Heathrow Airport. Hounslow
Central tube station is located to the north and Hounslow rail
station to the south of the town centre. The one-way section
of Bell Road, used by some northbound bus services, created
a major barrier for cyclists and since 2004 the London
Borough of Hounslow has been developing a scheme to allow
two-way cycling through the town centre.

The Bell Road one-way section was of a sub-standard design,
with inadequate footways, which did not correspond
with pedestrian desire lines. The A3006 Bath Road/A3005
Lampton Road junction effectively banned eastbound cyclists
due to a bus-only westbound approach. Cyclists were
observed using the footway to access the town centre. A
pinch point created by footway build-outs on both the north
ern and southern footways hampered westbound cyclists.
The most southern section of Lampton Road was closed to all
traffic, creating a somewhat deserted environment.

LB Hounslow

The CRISP Report for Link 102 proposed re-aligning the route
through the heart of the town centre, thus replacing the pre
vious alignment for cyclists around the outside of the town
centre. The key issue was to introduce two-way cycling whilst
enhancing the town centre environment and avoiding any
reduction in bus services.

The consultation process included representatives from all
the main user groups and stakeholders, and the project
timetable had to be adjusted several times to allow for this.
LB Hounslow staff were proactively involved, consulting coun
cil officers, local traders and businesses, and ensuring that
the design details (such as the bus shelters) were right for the
locality. Artists' impressions were used to inform the consul
tation process and people with mobility impairment were also
involved in the design/consultation process. In this particu
lar case it was straightforward to get the traffic signal
improvements incorporated in TfL's capital programme, on
the strength of the London Bus Priority initiative that formed
part of the scheme.

The new cycle route alignment through the town centre is
already proving very popular, resulting in demand outstrip

ping the supply of cycle parking facilities at the west end of
the pedestrianised High Street.

Scheme Plan
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Photo 4: After

Existing conditions

Existing Conditions

n One-way working on Bell Street
n Sub-standard footways
n Bus only contra-flow lane

n Footway build-out pinch points

Scheme details
n LCDS ref: CCE/B15

n 1.5m Contra-flow Cycle lane
n Segregated cycle path

n Bus stop and lighting column
relocation

n Raised pedestrian crossings
n Green surfacing on cycle crossings

n At grade cycle access to
toucan crossing

n Traffic Island relocation

n Tailoring the footway widths
to pedestrian flows on Bell
Road north

n Retaining two-way operation
(for local access) on Bell
Road south

n Multi modal scheme with benefits
for all road users

n Improved cycle access, by means
of a contra-flow cycle lane on Bell
Road and a signal-controlled cycle
crossing at the Bath Road /
Lampton Road junction

n Attractive surface materials that
guide people at crossings, bus
stops and taxi ranks

n A revitalised section of Lampton
Road, removing the right turn
restriction on buses and creating
an attractive pedestrian and bus
stop environment

Left: Cycle track under construction on
Bell Road looking south.




