Waterloo Roundabout

Waterloo Roundabout, to the immediate
south of Waterloo Bridge, has been a
very important and problematic spot for
cyclists for many years. It has high cycle
flows, high traffic flows and a poor cycle
accident record. Cycle flows over
Waterloo Bridge are one of the highest
in London, with over 3000 cyclists per
day. There are also high east-west cycle
flows and high turning movements.

A bus station to the immediate south
of the roundabout was constructed in
2003. It incorporates a northbound lane
for cyclists with signal control enabling
buses and cyclists to exit onto the
roundabout under signal protection.
However, the scheme did not attempt to
deal with the wider problems of the
roundabout and associated slip roads,
which were not improved by the station.

A proposal to partially signalise the
roundabout has now been prepared by
TfL for implementation later this year. In
such a stressed traffic environment
there were a large number of problem
manoeuvres to consider. A study at the
early design stage included analysis of
responses to a cyclists' questionnaire.
This helped preliminary design consid
eration of the problems at the round
about. A study of the previous cycle col
lision record was included.

As design neared completion a risk
assessment was carried out, with all con
flicting manoeuvres identified, assessed
and tabulated. Categories used were
Location, Problem and Risk/Comment.
Risk includes probability of occurrence
as well as severity of the specific risk.
This logical checking of risks and con

risk assessment

flicts is common practice within the
building construction industry and is
detailed in Construction Design and
Management (CDM) regulations. It allows
the scrutiny of road proposals, by identi
fying all potential safety problems, to
produce the best design. The safety and
popularity of the modified roundabout
will be a partial test of the effectiveness
of the design procedures.

Cyclists on Waterloo Roundabout.




